


Policy statement

Ritherdon & Co. Ltd manufacture customised sheet metal enclosures, cabinets and panelwork for electrical, electronics and public utilities customers, together with machining, stove enamelling and powder coating finishing operations.

We are committed to meeting our environmental objectives and targets through a programme of continual environmental awareness and improvement.  Our directors and senior management fully endorse this programme and will bring this statement to the attention of all employees. Copies are also freely available, on request, to suppliers, customers, regulatory bodies and the public.

Our aims are therefore to:

· comply with the requirements of all relevant environmental legislation.

· give careful consideration to the elimination or minimisation of waste at source and to the continued recycling or reuse of materials such as sheet metal.

· continue to monitor energy and water usage, with a view to reducing consumption where possible.

· liaise with suppliers in order, where practicable, to increase the re-use of packaging materials.

· prevent pollution to air, water or land, by looking to eliminate the causes of potential incidents, rather than relying on treatment after an event.

· maintain awareness of the Company’s environmental impacts, to which the local community might be sensitive, in order to keep these to a minimum.

· train our staff to raise their level of environmental awareness, and to ensure that they are conversant with the environmental responsibilities and procedures of the Company.

This policy statement will be reviewed periodically, and updated if necessary.

Howard Ritherdon

Managing Director

Environmental policy initiatives

Actions already taken

· Works heating system centrally computer-controlled to maximise efficient use of gas

· Trichloroethylene degreasing replaced by water-based cleaning/phosphating process

· Lead and TGIC-free paints specified for all our products

· Zinc plating phased out

· Alochrome process phased out

· Cardboard and polythene packaging materials collected for recycling

· Office waste paper (non-confidential) collected for recycling

· Confidential documents shredded then used for packaging

· Our own products checked for compliance with RoHS directive (see also separate sheet on RoHS and WEEE compliance)

· Major suppliers contacted for confirmation of their products’ compliance with RoHS directive

· Paint stripping solution converted to one with less environmental impact

Planned actions

· Investigate possibility of return of packaging materials from customers for reuse where practicable

· Recycle cooling water for spot welders
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